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Thank you, Madame Mayor, for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on matters relating to the Rochdale Township Committee. 
 
Kingsway Business Park 
Outline planning permission was granted in August for a revised Masterplan for the 
Kingsway Business Park, which retains the established and successful principles of 
promoting employment generating uses.  
 
A growing local company, which develops market leading technology in its sector, is 
progressing the development of a 15,000 sq. ft. unit on Kingsway (Plot D). Wilson Bowden 
Developments are also in advanced discussions with investors for the construction of a 
speculative industrial development of a 216,000 sq. ft., unit on Plot H. 
 
JD Sports continue to be a major employer at Kingsway with a peak of 2,800 people 
employed at their Distribution Centre over the Christmas period. Total employee numbers 
during the autumn intake across the business park reached around 3,400.  
 
Latest available figures show a month-by-month increase in passenger numbers at the 
Kingsway Metrolink stop to over 7,750 trips. Likewise, patronage on the Kingsway Link Bus 
has reached its highest ever level at 1600 journeys per month in October.   
 
David Wilson Homes are expected to submit a planning application in January 2015 for a 
further 68 houses, to be located between the Hornet Pub and their existing housing.          
 
In late September 2014, the Business Park hosted the Rochdale Kingsway 5k and 10k 
Run. This was the third year that this event has taken place, and it was the most 
successful yet in terms of public perception and awareness raising of the development and 
leisure opportunities.  
 
Town Centre East (Genr8) 
The Development Agreement between the Council and the development partner (Genr8) 
was signed in September 2013. The vast majority of the site has been assembled and 
demolitions and site clearance is well underway. Genr8 are continuing their negotiations to 
secure key retail and leisure occupiers to anchor the new development.  Genr8 are making 
good progress with these commercial negotiations but we are not yet at the stage where 
formal announcements can be made.  
 
Genr8’s planning advisors are currently working with the Council and RDA to prepare a 
Development Framework. The Development Framework will set out detailed criteria for the 
design of the scheme and it is intended to consult widely in early 2015 with a view to 
approval of the document in March 2015.  Genr8 will then progress the scheme design and 
work towards the submission of a detailed planning application later in 2015. 
 
The demolition of the multi-story car park/bus station and the former Municipal Office 
building is now complete.  It is proposed to demolish Telegraph House during 2015 when 
the remaining tenant is relocated. 

The temporary car park site on the former bus station opened at the end of November, and 



will remain operational until the new retail and leisure development starts on site. Work has 
also completed on the temporary car park on the Broadwater Centre/St Andrews Church 
site. The two car parks accommodate over 300 vehicles in addition to those already 
created on Penn/Baillie Street.  

  
Wheatsheaf Centre Entrance 
A new contractor has now been appointed and work on site has restarted. The entrance 
work is expected to complete in May 2015. The Baillie Street entrance remains operational 
with a lift and stair access up to the shops and car park. 
 
Rochdale Town Hall  
Cabinet have considered and agreed a report which sets out a way forward for the future 
use of the Town Hall as identified in the recently completed feasibility study. This process 
will include further dialogue with important stakeholders and importantly the wider 
community. Planning for the next phase of the works, including further roof repairs, 
replacement of heating plant and electrical works is underway along with other 
improvements to support the core business functions.  
 
Shopmobility & Cycle Hub 
The construction of a new Shopmobility building and Cycle Hub on River Street is due to 
commence in January. 
 
Highways 
A number of highway improvement schemes to support the on-going regeneration of the 
town centre have been completed.  The new pedestrian crossing outside the Transport 
Interchange and the bus gateway at the eastern end of Smith Street is now complete. 
Milton Street has been changed to two-way traffic to improve access to the car parks. The 
new taxi rank, loading bays and turnaround facility on River Street opened on 10th 
November. 
 
Street Lighting PFI 
The street lighting replacement programme is now into the fourth year of a five year 
programme. All wards have had a percentage of columns replaced and will be subject to 
further replacement phases. To date 16,860 existing street lights have been removed and 
17,072 new energy efficient street lights have been installed and commissioned.  
 
Street lighting faults are being repaired in an average time of 3 working days. This 
excludes faults associated with supply failures, which are referred to Electricity North West 
for repair. The festive lights were installed across the Borough and all the switch-on events 
went to plan. 
 
Community Safety 
During the autumn period Operation Dark Nights has taken place which is the home 
security awareness campaign that encourages people to lock all windows and doors and 
leave a light on in the property even when they are not in the house. A home that has lights 
on is less likely to be burgled than one that has been left in darkness. In conjunction with 
this campaign we have been encouraging members of the public to attend various events 
where they could pick up things like free timer switches together with general crime 
prevention advice.  
 
Community Safety was also busy with Operation Treacle which was an operation 
encouraging members of the public to attend organised fireworks events rather than 
holding their own and too also purchase fireworks from approved partnership suppliers that 
are part of the ‘good guys’ scheme.  
 
The final operation Community Safety has been involved in is Operation Elf. The team’s 
main role within this operation was the setting up of the “Blue Box” within the Wheatsheaf 



Centre in Rochdale Town Centre. Both Rochdale Borough Council and Greater 
Manchester Police have taken on an empty unit for the duration of the Xmas period for 
members of the public to visit. The shop has; 
 

• Provided crime prevention advise, 

• Provided things such as Personal Attack Alarms, Timer Switches, Purse Dipping 
Bells, 

• Looked at pictures of offenders wanted by Police,  

• Generally engaged with staff from Rochdale Council and Greater Manchester 
Police. 

 
In addition to the above operations, the team have carried out other regular day – to – day 
duties such as ASB case work, camera fittings and other Partnership work such as 
attending meetings and such like. 
 
Working with colleagues in the Partnership Enforcement Team has resulted in 
approximately 15 high profile arrests in November 2014 of gangmasters committing 
offences of Human Trafficking and scam marriages in Rochdale.   
 
Community Safety, GMP and TfGM Metrolink are working together in tackling issues 
involving  ASB at the Kingsway tram stop at Morrison’s supermarket.  Youths who use the 
footbridge and platform to reach Rosefield Crescent & Adrian’s Terrace have been 
throwing stones at windows causing damage.  A range of solutions have been discussed 
with TfGM who own the land and track.  It has been agreed TfGM will look at monitoring of 
CCTV at key times and if feasible installing a P.A. system which allows an audible 
message to be heard letting culprits know they are being watched, and obtain costings to 
undertake remedial work making the fencing higher and more robust to the rear and side of 
properties which back onto the track, and to also net the stones which are laid on the track 
to prevent youths from removing and using as missiles.  An update will be provided after 
the New Year. 
 
Neighbour Nuisance cases are jointly worked with our Partnership agencies conducting 
joint home visits.  All parties are encouraged to be referred to Rochdale Mediation Services 
but often disputes are historical and sometimes only one party will agree to engage.  
Residents are informed that whilst they think their disputes warrant a call to the Police and 
Community Safety it is themselves who have to resolve their differences.  For example 
land boundary or cutting down shrubs / trees are Civil Matters and to misuse the Public 
Services may result in action being taken against them.  
 
The community safety officer for Kingsway, Kirkholt and Castleton has led on a number of 
cases this year in dealing with vulnerable adults which involved contacting their families 
who live a distance away therefore no local support network, GP surgeries, liaising with 
Adult Care, and ultimately having to request that some of these vulnerable people were 
sectioned under the Mental Health Act for their own protection. This level of work is 
complex and intensive which dedicated staff have always demonstrated emotional 
intelligence and empathy whilst adhering to Evidence Based Practice. 
 
Travellers have had a regular presence on Kingsway Business Park.  Community Safety 
has liaised with GMP and Planning to ensure notices have been served appropriately when 
they have been on Council land.   
 
Off Road bike signs are going to be installed on Stiups Lane following complaints from 
residents on Turfhill.  GMP will be able to seize vehicles being ridden in the area. 
 
 
 
 



 
Youth Services 
Rochdale youth workers have been extremely busy over the past 3 months, with young 
people from the borough getting involved in building positive relationships with the local 
police, also them taking part in a Football tournament. This resulted in the young people 
winning hands down. 
 
Young people in the Kirkholt area celebrated the centenary of WW1 with a production at 
the M6 theatre, which was all about what life was life during that period. This was Both fun 
and educational. 
 
Newbold young people were involved in finding out all about the history of the Pioneers 
Society and how it started within Rochdale. Linking to this, the young people were also 
involved in an art based project around working together and co-operation, with art work 
displayed Touchstones. 
 
Operation treacle was running again this year, which youth service staff supported with 
sessions around personal safety and also staff attended the local bonfires and engaged 
with young people. 
 
Castleton Young people have been involved in an intergenerational project in partnership 
with Matthew Moss school.  The young people entertained with bingo and afternoon tea. 
 
Area Forums 
The third round of forums for the current year have taken place. A representative from Peel 
Energy attended each area forum to promote details of their proposed expansion to the 
Scout Moor Wind Farm. The presentations were informative and created some insightful 
discussions. GMP has also used the forums to promote Operation Dark Nights providing 
advice and safety resources/equipment to assist in keeping properties safe. 
 
To date the issues raised so far include: 
 
Balderstone and Kirkholt Community Meeting 
The forum heard a presentation from RBH who provided an update on the works around 
the Strand. Plans are being drawn up and finalised for a new community building; with 
ideas to host a community cafe, shops, skill development spaces and community rooms to 
rent for events and parties. Members provided updates on some of work they have been 
involved in such as attendance at the Public Service Reform Board. A Christmas Carol 
Concert and light switch on event organised by members took place in December at the 
Strand.  
 
Bamford and Oakenrod Area Forum 
An update was provided around the withdrawal of the 469 bus service. Ward councillors 
are continuing their discussions with the bus company to try and reinstate the service. 
Other issues raised included parking and a request for the removal of Japanese Knotweed 
by the River Roch. 
 
Brimrod, Marland and Sudden Area Forum 
Friends of Springfield Park provided an update on current work which included the raising 
of money for the installation of raised beds (match funded by the council) and the 
announcement of a memorial bench and plaque scheme for the park.  
Residents reported problems with parking, the selling of vehicles and fly-tipping. 
 
Castleton Area Forum 
Following years of campaigning, it was announced that funding from the ward had been 
allocated for the purchasing of six festive features for the lampposts. These were installed 
for the Christmas period. Friends of Castleton Station/Support the Oldham, Rochdale and 



Manchester Rail Lines hosted a 175th anniversary event. Funds raised will be put back into 
the environmental upkeep of the station. Preparations are in place for the 2015 pantomime 
production of Jack and the Beanstalk which will take place at St Gabriel’s in February. 
 
Central Rochdale Area Forum 
The forum was informed that a community cafe is due to open in January at Falinge Park. 
Requests were made for further input from Environmental Management to assist with 
keeping the streets clean on a more regular basis, in addition to highways requests 
including routes around Fieldhouse Road to Halifax Road.  
 
Healey Area Forum 
Issues raised were centred around environmental and highways factors, particularly 
parking. An update was provided on work that is taking place between the council and 
police in developing a consistent approach when working with the travelling community 
during their travelling seasons. 
 
Kingsway Area Forum 
As outlined above, residents reported continuing problems at the Newbold tram stop. Other 
issues raised included problems with ongoing fly-tipping, requests for additional street 
lighting and highway measures.  
 
Milkstone and Deeplish Area Forum 
Discussions were had about ongoing issues of fly-tipping and responsibilities of residents 
and landlords were alley-gates have been installed. This was followed by discussions on 
parking safely and raising awareness on the crossing of roads in safe places. 
 
Norden Area Forum 
Lively debate took place with regard to the proposed wind farm expansion at Scout Moor 
and the new development proposed for Rooley Moor.  The forum was appreciative of the 
new road layout, funded wholly by Rochdale Township. 
 
Sparth Area Forum 
An update was provided on Mandale Park with Environmental Management seeking 
resident feedback on a vision for the park. The vision is looking to attract wildlife and to 
utilise the natural environment. The community centre sought assistance from 
Environmental Management to help them prepare some planters which can be planted by 
some of their volunteers. A quarterly member’s update was also provided. 
 
Spotland and Falinge Area Forum 
An update was provided on the expenditure and the allocation of section 106 monies. 
Friends of Denehurst Park are now up and running and are welcoming new members. 
Information was also provided on the Lenny Barn, leading to discussions around schemes 
that could be implemented from the income being generated from the facility. Residents 
were informed of a new development which is due to begin on the former Church Inn site. 
 
I thank all Members and officers for their continuing support. 
 
Councillor Sultan Ali                                                                        January 2015 
 
Thank you Mr Mayor.  I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matters relating to the Rochdale Township Committee. 
 

 


